The Third Sunday after Epiphany

January 21st, 2024

In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of
our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God
and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking
His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

FRFRERE

Kneel/Stand

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

(P}  Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into Your one,
holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Introit Psalm 113:1-2, 4, 7-8; antiphon: v. 3

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the LoRD is to be praised!
Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD,
praise the name of the LorbD!
Blessed be the name of the LorD
from this time forth and forevermore!
The Lorb is high above all nations,
and his glory above the heavens!
He raises the poor from the dust
and lifts the needy from the ash heap,
to make them sit with princes,
with the princes of his people.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the LORD is to be praised!

Salutation and Collect of the Day
(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to
heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
HOIy GOSpel Mark 1:14-20
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and

the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”

Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for

they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and | will make you become fishers of men.” And
immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and
John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. And immediately he called them, and they left their father
Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him.

(P] Thisis the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
Sermon
Prayer of the Church

(P) Let us pray for the Church of God and for all people according to their needs, for You, O Lord, in all times and in all
places, promise to hear our prayers and to answer them according to Your will. In this season of Epiphany where
the light shines on our Savior, manifested as the Word made flesh, continue to reveal to us through Your Word the
mercy and grace found in Jesus Christ alone. Arise and shine,

for our light has come.

(P] As You work Your will and send the salvation message through Your people, we are sometimes asked to go where
we’d rather not go. Though not to Nineveh like Jonah, we have been called by the working of Your Spirit to go and
make disciples of all nations. Grant to us a confident and bold faith to live as Your witnesses to the ends of the
earth beginning in our homes, our church and community, and among all our neighbors in this world. Soften the
hearts of the hard-hearted and open the minds of the close-minded that all may come to repentance and know You
as the one true God who sent His Son into this world to redeem the world. Arise and shine,

for our light has come.

(P] As the present world is passing away and time is short, we see the brokenness and results of sin in our daily lives.
For those who struggle in body, mind, or spirit, affirm to them Your promises of peace in Your time as Christ has
overcome the world. Point us all to Your continued presence, and assure us that Jesus is victor over anything that
we might fear. In Your good time, come and make all things new. Arise and shine,

for our light has come.

(P} As Jesus called His disciples to become fishers of men, they responded immediately to drop their nets and follow.
Give us such an urgency to also hear and heed the call and to follow in faith where Christ leads. As we do not know
the hour of Your return, give an eagerness to our lives as faithful stewards of all we have been given with time,
treasures, and abilities, that we use them to Your glory and for the sake of others. Arise and shine,

for our light has come.

(P) As You still come to us in our time of need. Equip us for the continued journey through our days that we remain
firm in faith and bear fruit that will last until You call us home. Arise and shine,

for our light has come.

Additional petitions may be added.
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Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
Amen.



Offering

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer
(P] Letus pray.
O Lord, graciously receive the prayers of Your Church that, being delivered from all adversity and error, it may
serve You in safety and freedom and dwell in Your peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Benedicamus 1SB 212
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I« give you peace.
Amen.
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